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Action Items for Members & Partners
While CONNECT cannot by itself reduce emissions, member government policies and practices can
dramatically reduce greenhouse gas emissions from a range of sources and help prepare the region for
the anticipated impacts of climate change. CONNECT will assist municipalities, residents, and businesses
in their endeavors to reduce emissions through programs explained in this Plan. By working together,
CONNECT members can not only do their part toward achieving a stable climate - but we can also reap
the benefits of healthier air, lower costs for utilities and services, improved transportation and
accessibility, a more vibrant local economy, and the many other positive outcomes of reducing our
carbon footprints.

ACTION ITEMS:
HELP US NARROW DOWN WHAT YOU WANT US TO WORK ON FIRST FOR OUR MEMBERS

1.
-

We want to evaluate the “CONNECT Opportunity”
actions found in this Plan based on emissions
reduction potential, potential to increase resilience, cost/feasibility, and other criteria. Start exploring
actions here.

ATTEND CONNECT’S I&U, CAP SUBCOMMITTEE, OR OTHER STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS

2.
-

To lend your perspective as we continue to develop this Plan and advance our shared sustainability goals in
the region. Meetings links posted here.

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY IMPLEMENTED ANY ACTIONS FOUND IN THIS PLAN SINCE 2018

3.
-

Please let us know what you did to make your community more sustainable, so that we can measure
progress towards CONNECT’s goals and highlight your successes! ejr73@pitt.edu
To see the following in this document, click on the link:
The purpose of this plan - Go to Executive

Summary

CONNECT’s goals moving forward - Go to CONNECT’s
Your climate vulnerabilities - Go to Vulnerability

Assessment

Opportunities and how you can take action - Go to Taking
How CONNECT plans to support you - See CONNECT
CONNECT’s impact on climate change - See CONNECT’s

Climate Goals

Action by 2030

Support Actions
2018 GHG Inventory

How your community impacts the climate - See an Example Community
your own copy.

Sheet and reach out to ejr73@pitt.edu for

Your community’s feedback on climate change - See Survey
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Executive Summary
Climate change threatens the health, safety, and overall
well-being

of

communities

across

the

globe,

with

communities in Southwestern Pennsylvania being no
exception. Regional vulnerabilities exacerbated by climate
change, such as adverse air quality, landslide, and flooding
risks overlap with policy areas of concern to the Congress
of Neighboring Communities.
In 2019, five CONNECT governments participated in a state
program to measure their emissions and develop climate

Pennsylvania is
getting warmer and
wetter, and
municipalities are on
the front lines of
those costs.

action plans for their communities. With this experience, and
the knowledge that emissions and climate risks do not stop
at jurisdictional boundaries, CONNECT members began
looking toward a regional solution.
Through its Resolution 20-04, CONNECT and its member
local governments each committed to address their

CONNECT members
emit 5x our fair share
of emissions
recommended to
limit warming.

contribution to global climate change and create more
sustainable and resilient communities. To that end,
CONNECT has developed a comprehensive Regional Climate
Action Plan, which hopes to support existing plans,
coordinate meaningful action, and better prepare our

There are local
opportunities for
solutions.

communities for the future.
The Congress of Neighboring Communities(CONNECT)
recognizes a growing need to address its own contribution to climate change, as well as adapt to the
impacts that will occur and be exacerbated, should no local action be taken. This Regional Climate
Action Plan highlights our vulnerabilities, includes the first inventory of CONNECT’s greenhouse gas
emissions (GHGs) from each member’s community-wide activities, establishes a feasible emissions
reduction target, and outlines potential actions identified by stakeholders to achieve our emissions
reduction and resilience goals.
CONNECT Climate Action Plan
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CONNECT’s Climate Goals
CONNECT’s Top 4 Goals
1.

Reduce energy use in our local governments &
communities

2.

%

BY

20

Replace current energy sources with
renewables

3.

Bolster our resilience through local land, water, &
materials management

4.

Motivate cleaner modes of transportation by
residents & in our fleets

To achieve these goals with our members, CONNECT will:
➢ Implement “CONNECT Support Actions” that smooth
the path for local governments to engage in climate
action
➢ Launch a novel CONNECT-wide regional emissions
reduction project that members and partners identify
from “CONNECT Opportunities” found in this Plan,
and as policy develops.
➢ Continue to convene & provide a framework for

interaction & collaboration between neighboring
municipalities on climate issues, work closely with
our partners to create opportunities for sustainability,
and offer resources, capacity, and knowledge to local
governments in order to take advantage of these
opportunities.
CONNECT Climate Action Plan
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Regional Climate Plan
CONNECT’s Regional Climate Action Plan is a guide that will engage and
empower local communities, in order to reduce our collective greenhouse
gas emissions and the climate impacts to our shared region. The Regional
Climate Action Plan hopes to provide vision, tailored policy solutions,
expertise, and financial support that smooth the way for Allegheny County
municipalities to engage in climate action.

Highlight our shared regional climate issues; showing
where we are and providing vision for where we want
to be in 2030 and beyond…

Serve as a “menu” of opportunities for CONNECT & its
partners to move our communities forward, reduce
emissions, and achieve that vision…

Empowers municipalities with resources, capacity,
and knowledge to take advantage of these
opportunities, both individually and regionally.
partners to move our communities forward; reducing
CONNECT Climate Action Plan
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Taking Action to 2030
Municipalities in CONNECT can click each yellow objective box in order to take you to the corresponding sector
where you can explore potential local climate actions that you can implement in your community.

4 GOALS

14 OBJECTIVES

Reduce
energy use in our
local governments &
communities

30+
ACTIONS

Replace
current energy
sources with
renewables

20+
ACTIONS

Bolster

resilience through
land, water, &
materials
management

40+
ACTIONS

Motivate
cleaner modes of
transportation by
residents & in our
cities

20+
ACTIONS

Communities are encouraged to incorporate or modify goals, objectives, and actions from this resource into
CONNECT Climate Action Plan
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their own climate plans so that our region may better coordinate on the climate issues that cross our borders.

Taking Action to 2030
In the following chapters, CONNECT’s goals and a series of
objectives with actions are explored for each emissions sector.
An “Objective” is an “end result”, or target, and an “Action” is a
means of realizing the objective. Noted on each objective is its
emission reduction potential, and on each action is its co-benefits
among other pertinent information. Links to resources are
provided within each action. All community sectors draw on the
potential actions of CONNECT, its partners, local government,
residents, and businesses to achieve 30% emissions reduction by
2030, and subsequent reductions to 2050. Local governments
should use and modify potential actions from these lists to
implement in their own communities or climate planning efforts.
Actions labeled as a “CONNECT Opportunity

are considered climate actions that CONNECT may

be able to implement in the form of a CONNECT-wide project to reduce our emissions or are actions from
which members may find extra benefits when implementing together as a region.
Sectors covered will include:

CONNECT Support Actions

Water & Wastewater
Management

Municipal, Commercial, &

Transportation & Mobile

Industrial Energy

Sources

Residential Energy

Materials Management
CONNECT Climate Action Plan

Land Use & Climate
Adaptation

Equity
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