
Our communities are in consensus
on what they’d like to see

people have completed the survey in
Allegheny County*

TOP 10 
COMMUNITY PRIORITIES

Build up local recycling/composting
infrastructure. 

 A successful climate action plan ensures that all
stakeholders have a part in shaping it. In the summer of
2021, CONNECT launched a corresponding survey to all
residents in Allegheny County to garner feedback on their
concerns, priorities, and ideas on how our local governments
can address the effects of climate change. 

What Our Residents Think About Climate Change
CONNECT REGIONAL CLIMATE SURVEYCONNECT REGIONAL CLIMATE SURVEY

CONNECT and its members have consulted over

1,484

Community ConcernsCommunity Concerns

1,123 are residents of CONNECT communities

Survey responses showed several areas of high priority for our community members:

*Results reflect completed responses received as of closure of the survey on 4/29/2022.
Thank you to those who completed the survey and to our CONNECT communities who shared their survey results with us.
Contact EJR73@pitt.edu for your community's individual results (if available). 

Over 75% of
respondents are
concerned with
poor air quality.

A third (32%) have
or know someone
with a respiratory

condition.

Over 60% are
concerned about

flooding.
 Over 31% have

experienced
flooding in their

home.

Over 60% are
concerned about

landslides. 
18% have

experienced erosion
or landslides around

their home.

74% of respondents
are concerned about

environmental
justice. 

Non-white residents
report higher

concern for certain
vulnerabilities, such
as poor air quality.

Air Quality Flooding Landslides Environmental 
Justice

18%34%
of respondents are

under 40
of respondents

are over 65

8%
of respondents
are nonwhite

2,000

Along with over 800 (844) responses from similar surveys by
our local governments:

Since then... 

Improve regional & indoor air
quality.

Build green stormwater
infrastructure and encourage
water management.

Expand existing local public
transportation.

Incentivize business energy
efficiency improvements.

Expand local tree planting and
urban tree canopy.

Work with communities uphill in
our watershed to build better
storm water infrastructure. 

Incentivize residential energy
efficiency improvements.

Adopt more sustainable local
development zoning policies.

Highlight and negotiate cheaper
green power purchasing
options.
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Carnegie    Etna    Forest Hills    Sharpsburg    Swissvale

residents on climate action in our region. 



“Solar panels should be put on all
municipal buildings, and there should

be incentives for people of the
community to do so as well.”

"It’s cost prohibitive right
now to do most of these

things, both individually as a
resident and as a business.

We need more incentive
programs!!"

“Just acknowledging that the main barriers for
a lot of people are money and

time/convenience. Those are pretty large,
complex barriers for a lot of people, especially

lower to moderate income individuals.”

“Transportation is huge for
this. Expanding alternative

forms of transportation and
ensuring safety is

important. Connecting
multiple transportation

options and discouraging
vehicle use is important.”

In addition to the top 10 concern areas for citizens, survey respondents highlights several
ways that their local governments can better serve them and the environment, including:

HOW TO ADDRESS COMMUNITY CONCERNSHOW TO ADDRESS COMMUNITY CONCERNS

What residents are saying:What residents are saying:

Where do we go from here?

#1 Partner with other governments to bring
energy efficiency services to our community.

#2 Provide information about local, state, and
federal energy efficiency funding programs.

#3 Add public charging stations.

#5 Publicize local, state, and federal EV
purchasing incentives and tax credits.

#4 Publicize local, state, and federal solar
incentives and tax credits for homeowners.

“Focus heavily on public/mass
transit improvements, build 

less roads and properly maintain
existing infrastructure while

transitioning to greener options”

*Results reflect completed responses received as of closure of the survey on 4/29/2022.
Thank you to those who completed the survey and to our CONNECT communities who shared their survey results with us.
Contact EJR73@pitt.edu for your community's individual results (if available). 


